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Mueller defers to Congress’ judgment 


q Redacted report suggests 
| lawmakers settle whether 
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ATTY. GEN. William Barr expressed anxiety about Russian government efforts “to interfere in our election.” 


No conspiracy, lots of tampering 


A ‘sweeping and systemic’ Russian effort backed Trump’s 2016 campaign 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN 


WASHINGTON — Shortly before 
he released the special counsel’s re- 
dacted report on Thursday, Atty. Gen. 


MORE COVERAGE 


Trump never testified 


Robert Mueller expected the 
president to answer a subpoena 
with a long fight. BACK STORY, A2 


William Barr announced the document 


said President Trump’s campaign had 
not “conspired or coordinated with the 
Russian government in its election in- 


terference activities.” 


But Barr omitted the first part of 


that sentence from Robert S. Mueller 


IIIs report. The special counsel wrote 
that Trump’s campaign “expected it 
would benefit electorally from informa- 
tion stolen and released through Rus- 


sian efforts.” 


LIONSGATE 
BRACES TO 
WEATHER 
FILM SHIFTS 


The once fast-rising 
studio behind ‘Hunger 
Games’ is looking to 
rebound after a string 
of box office flops. 


By RYAN FAUGHNDER 


Joe Drake, the chairman 
of Lionsgate’s motion pic- 
ture group, stepped onto the 
Colosseum stage at Caesars 
Palace in Las Vegas to pitch 
theater owners on what he 
called “our reimagined stu- 
dio.” Displayed on the 
screen behind Drake was the 
company’s logo and a new 
slogan — “A home for artists 
to thrive.” 

Drake’s message at Cine- 
macCon, the annual gather- 
ing of exhibitors and studio 
bosses, was meant to signal 
a new era for the Santa 
Monica studio, which has 
struggled at the box office 
the last couple years be- 
cause ofa lack ofhit films. 

“It clearly defines our re- 
sponsibility to our studio, to 
our filmmakers and our 
partnerships,” Drake said 
two weeks ago. 

But the rallying cry 
seemed discordant with 
what many see as atroubling 
reality for the 22-year-old 
company that was once the 
fastest rising star in the 
movie business and known 
for such franchises as “The 
Hunger Games” and “The 
Twilight Saga.” 

A week after Drake’s pre- 
sentation, Lionsgate’s $50- 
million critically panned re- 
boot of “Hellboy” bombed at 
the box office, opening with 

[See Lionsgate, A12] 


President panicked 


The report paints a picture of 
a leader who acted impulsively 
based on insecurities. NATION, A? 


Democrats respond 


Leaders denounce Barr, and see 
report as “roadmap” to obstruc- 


The gap between Barr’s rosy inter- 
pretation and Mueller’s evidence was 
another example of how far the attor- 
ney general has stretched to portray 
the president in the best possible light 
at the end of an investigation that cast 


a dark shadow over the White House for 


the last two years. 

It also was a pointed reminder of 
Trump’s willingness to seek any advan- 
tage against Hillary Clinton, even if 
help came from a hostile foreign gov- 


ernment conducting an illegal intelli- 


tion of justice probe. NATION, A9 


gence operation on American soil. 
Indeed, the first page of the report 

described Moscow’s efforts to help 

Trump and undermine Clinton as 


[See Russia, A8] 


By DEL QUENTIN WILBER 
AND CHRIS MEGERIAN 


WASHINGTON — Spe- 
cial counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III, in his highly an- 
ticipated report, portrayed 
President Trump as a mer- 
curial leader who repeatedly 
and frantically sought to 
undermine the federal inves- 
tigation into Russia’s inter- 
ference in the 2016 cam- 
paign. 

The only thing that 
seemed to thwart the presi- 
dent’s whims, Mueller wrote, 
was that advisors ignored 
his orders. The Justice De- 
partment released a re- 
dacted version of the report 


on Thursday. 
Trump’s efforts to ob- 
struct the investigation 


“were often carried out 
through one-on-one meet- 
ings in which the president 
sought to use his official 
power outside of usual chan- 
nels,” Mueller wrote. 

“The president’s efforts 
to influence the investiga- 
tion were mostly unsuccess- 
ful, but that is largely be- 
cause the persons who sur- 
rounded the president de- 
clined to carry out orders or 
accede to his requests,” the 
special counsel continued. 

The special counsel’s of- 
fice would have exonerated 
Trump if the facts had sup- 
ported that conclusion, 
Mueller’s report says, but it 
adds that “based on the 
facts and the applicable le- 
gal standards, we are unable 
to reach that judgment.” 

In fact, the report says 
Mueller’s team unearthed 
“multiple acts by the presi- 
dent that were capable of ex- 
erting undue influence over 
law enforcement investiga- 
tions, including the Rus- 
sian-interference and ob- 
struction investigations.” 

Mueller also reached the 
firmer conclusion that his 
investigation could not es- 


Report 
highlights 


TRUMP’S POWERS 

If the president uses his 
constitutional powers for 
“corrupt” reasons, those 
powers can be reviewed 
by Congress as possible 
grounds for impeachment. 


PRESIDENT’S FEAR 
“Everyone tells me if 
you get one of these 
independent counsels it 
ruins your presidency,” 
President Trump told 
former Atty. Gen. Jeff 
Sessions, according to 
the report. “This is the 
worst thing that ever 
happened to me.” 


ORDERS IGNORED 
Trump demanded that Don 
McGahn, then the White 
House counsel, get Deputy 
Atty. Gen. Rod Rosenstein 
to fire Robert S. Mueller 

IIl in June 2017, which 
McGahn ignored. Others 
ignored similar orders. 


DOLLAR SIGNS 

In interviews with 
investigators, Michael 
Cohen said Trump 

saw dollar signs in his 
presidential campaign 
— for the free publicity 
it would generate for the 
Trump Organization. 


— Anna M. Phillips 
and Chris Megerian 


tablish that Trump and his 
associates had conspired 
with Moscow to tilt the elec- 
tion in his favor. 

Trump’s campaign had 
“expected it would benefit” 
from Moscow’s meddling, 
particularly from “informa- 
tion stolen and released 
through Russian efforts,” 

[See Report, A7] 


Seismic study unearths a million tiny quakes 


By RONG-GonG LIN II 


California has experi- 
enced 10 times more earth- 
quakes than previously 
known, according to 
groundbreaking new re- 
search that has helped sci- 
entists better understand 
the region’s seismology. 

Scientists documented 
18 million earthquakes in 
Southern California over the 
last decade — with 90% of 
them newly discovered and 
so small they had long been 
undetectable to modern 
computing systems. Previ- 
ously, only 180,000 earth- 
quakes were on record for 
the last 10 years. 

Researchers now have a 
better ability to identify 
undiscovered faults, detect 
patterns of moving earth- 
quake swarms and identify 
faint clusters of foreshocks 
that occur before a larger 
earthquake. 


Wiring suspected in Notre Dame fire 


A short circuit most likely ignited the blaze at the 
Paris landmark, investigators say. WORLD, A3 


Mayor’s budget 
aids the homeless 
Police overtime and 
street repairs also get 
more money in Eric 
Garcetti’s 2019 spending | 
plan. CALIFORNIA, B1 


| Weather: Sunny, warm. 
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FERNANDO ACOSTA JR. Imperial Valley Press 
A STORE manager surveys the mess after a swarm of quakes in Brawley, Calif., in 
2012. A study has revealed a series of smaller foreshocks that preceded the swarm. 


“We see incredible de- 
tails,” Caltech seismologist 
Zachary Ross said of the 
newly discovered earth- 
quakes he outlined in a 
study released Thursday in 
the journal Science, of which 
he was the lead author. “We 
start to see new faults 
emerging.” 

“Itis a pretty exciting mo- 
ment in seismology,” said 
Kate Scharer, a U.S. Geo- 
logical Survey research geol- 
ogist who was not involved 
in the study. “It’s long been 
desired to understand ... 
what’s happening in the 
time leading up to large 
earthquakes. A big question 
for us is how the state of 
stress might evolve, any- 
where from days to months, 
leading up to large earth- 
quakes.” 

Scientists have long 
understood a key relation- 
ship in earthquake sizes: For 
each whole-number drop in 

[See Earthquakes, A12] 
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